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France. His tortuous negotiations with Louis, however,
ended in failure.1 So he returned to Germany, where indeed
his presence was required to settle the local feuds which were
always so liable to break out during the absence of the king
in Italy. The most serious disturbance had occurred at
Mayence, starting in 1158 when archbishop Arnold imposed
a tax to pay the expenses of the contingent which Frederick
had demanded for his Italian expedition. The Emperor was
not unaware of the value to himself of the growing wealth
of the towns, especially in the Rhine district, but he was
content to leave them under episcopal control and thus
indirectly to reap his profit from them. The citizens of
Mayence rose against the tax imposed upon them by Arnold,
and the revolt reached its climax in the murder of the arch-
bishop in 1160. For this Frederick now exacted a stern
revenge, not only punishing the chief offenders but also
depriving the city of its privileges and demolishing its walls.

Meanwhile the cities in North Italy were being controlled, His ttxird
under the direction of Rainald of Dassel, by the imperial exPcd*tion
podestas, and here, too, the financial advantage of the crown
was the prime consideration. The cities were not only galled
by the loss of their independence, but also oppressed by the
burden of taxation. Frederick was curiously blind to the
dangers of this policy. He came himself to Italy again in
October 1163, to hold his court and hear disputes, accom-
panied only by an ordinary retinue; haughtily he rejected
the appeals against the oppression of his agents. He soon
had occasion to repent that he had not come at the head
of an army, for there was disaffection on all sides, and he
could count on the allegiance only of Pavia, Como, and Lodi-
Within a year he had to retire once more to Germany, leaving
the position much worse than he had found it, and imperial
prestige gravely tarnished. Meanwhile in 1164, before he
left Italy, the death of Victor IV deprived him of his principal Victor lv
excuse for combating the title of Alexander III. There were
hopes, even in Frederick's entourage, of an end of the schism,
and it was obvious wisdom for the Emperor to make his
peace with the Church when all his energy was needed to
maintain his hold over Lombardy. But Frederick was still
obsessed with the idea of impressing his will, and he had
1 For an account of these, see below, pp. 401-5.